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    Work hard, be kind, be courteous. 

Be successful. 

Autumn Newsletter - Friday 15th December 2022 

BenedictAcad 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

The Christmas holidays are finally here, and we hope that you have two weeks filled 
with friends and family planned. It has been a busy term, with performances, parent 
workshops, parent courses, school trips, Christmas lunches and numerous other 
things crammed in! As ever, we have been blown away by the support that each of 
you give your child and us at school. Thank you for working with us to provide the 
best educational offer for your children, and for your ongoing feedback that enables 
us to make changes. 

On the topic of feedback, thank you to those of you who completed the parent sur-
vey we conducted this half term. Feedback was overwhelmingly positive, with nu-
merous successes highlighted such as the friendly and ambitious school team, and 
the high quality of support given to children in our care. Positive comments were also 
made on the excellent conduct and strong relationships that children have with staff 
at the school. We are always reflecting on our next steps, and are working to enact 
changes around displays in the corridors and more own clothes days!  

As always, if you have any concerns or constructive comments for us, don’t hesitate 
to contact myself, Mr McNally or Mrs Ajiboye. We know that the success of the chil-
dren relies on our strong partnerships between home and school. 

Have a truly wonderful Christmas break, and we’ll see you in the new year!  

  

Thank you for raising £196.61 for The Royal British     

Legion’s Poppy Appeal! 

 
School starts again on Tuesday 3rd January 2023. Have a  

wonderful Christmas break and a Happy New Year! 



 

 

This week, we have proudly discovered that we have 

achieved the UNICEF Rights Respecting Schools Silver 

Award. In order to achieve silver, Year 6 Pupil Parlia-

ment members and Mrs Fullen have strived to ensure 

all pupils are aware of the Rights of a Child in a range 

of interesting ways.  

Our RRSA Accreditation Report, which can be read on 

the school website www.benedictacademy.org, high-

lights how Benedict’s children learn about their rights 

through an inclusive school curriculum that represents 

its many different cultures and religions. As a multi-

cultural school, Benedict Academy children place an 

emphasis on learning to respect diversity  

Pupil voice plays a prominent role at Benedict Acade-

my as it ensures that the children have a say in matters 

that affect them. Children regularly answer question-

naires based on improving school life and events, and 

vote for new initiatives across the school. Further-

more, a new Benedict Post box has recently been add-

ed where all children can share their suggestions for 

Year 6 Pupil Parliament to consider! 

Rights Respecting 

Schools—Silver 

Award! 

http://www.benedictacademy.org


  
Christmas Events at Benedict Academy 

 

Thank you parents and carers for supporting our Christmas events this week! First up 

it was the EYFS Nativity, where the children enthralled the audience with the Christ-

mas story! The Nursery and Reception children performed  so well, with loud and 

clear voices as they retold the story of Jesus’ birth as Christians believe.  

Reception and Year 1 also enjoyed listening to Kevin Vickers, the Pastor at All Na-

tions Revival Church who retold the Nativity story using a picture board. He was 

blown away by how knowledgeably the children spoke about the story, after study-

ing it as part of their RE coverage in the last half term!  

Finally, the children in Years 1-6 performed a Christmas Carol Concert, including 

songs they have been practising in Music lessons and assemblies this half term. 

Songs such as ‘The 12 Days of Christmas’ and ‘Midnight’ were performed to an elec-

trified audience. Thank you to everyone who managed to attend! 



 

 

 

 

 

Goodbye Mrs Uwiragiye 

After over 7 years at Benedict, Mrs Uwi is moving 

to Sheffield, and so won’t be with us after the 

Christmas holidays. We wish her the very best in 

this new chapter, and will miss her dearly. Her pas-

sion, positivity and high standards for the children 

in EYFS have shown across the school, and her ex-

cellent practice has been recognised across the 

trust and borough of Merton. 

Thank you Mrs Uwi for everything!  

Amazing Attendance 
 

We are really impressed with the commitment that Benedict children have shown this 

term with coming to school every day! They know that the impact on their education 

through lost learning is huge, and strive to be in school and on time every day! Depart-

ment for Education guidance - Summary table of responsibilities for school attendance 

(publishing.service.gov.uk) explains the responsibilities that school and home have in 

supporting children to be in school every day. Please help us to keep your child’s 

attendance strong with the following actions: 

 

 If your child is unwell and you are unsure whether to send them to school, contact 
the office to seek advice on 0208 648 4726. 
 Avoid taking any holidays during term times 
 Keep up to date with what % attendance your child has so that you know if they are 
at risk of persistent absence. Mrs Gumble in the office can give this to you. 
 Speak to school staff with any concerns. 
 Talk to your child about the importance of them being in school and let them know 
how important you feel it is. 

An extra huge well done to the following children, 

who had 100% attendance this term: 

Eddie C, Arushan, Betsy, Aiden, Bassam, Jethro,      

Damien, Christoforos, Damien, Naomi, Kaitlyn, Tyler, 

Fahima, Ruwayda, Dylan, Japhet and Rathushan! 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1073619/Summary_table_of_responsibilities_for_school_attendance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1073619/Summary_table_of_responsibilities_for_school_attendance.pdf


 
 

 

 

Congratulations PUPAC Winners 

                                                                 

Ivy:  Angel/Charlie  Yew:   Andra/Christopher 

Cherry:  Eduard B/Cyrus Willow:  Maranda/Alex 

Oak:   Zaiyah/Rayna  Aspen:  Lorrell/Rohanna 

Cedar:  Levi/Dolly      

Year 5 Trip 
 

Year 5 visited the Greenwich Maritime Museum on Monday 5th Decem-
ber. Children eagerly explored the Transatlantic Slavery exhibition, com-
plimenting their History and Geography topics this term. They gathered a 
range of information to answer questions linked to these subject areas, 
for example the types of exports that were brought into the UK, such as 
sugar, tobacco and coffee. Their conduct was exemplary and observers 
commented on how they were a testament to the school. Well done    
Willow class! 

Nursery: Andi/Anam/Andra/Mohammed 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Nursery: Star 74.5% 

Reception: Ivy 86.2% 

Year 1: Cherry 92.2% 

Year 2: Oak 88.4% 

Year 3: Cedar 92.5% 

Year 4: Yew 94.6% 

Year 5: Willow 94.3% 

Year 6: Aspen 91.4% 

Total: 91.7% 

 

Our attendance for the last 

fortnight was: 

91.7% 

Well done to YEW class 

who had the highest 

attendance across the 

school! 

 

 

Clubs for Spring Term 
 

We are thrilled to hear through our recent parent survey that parents 
and carers believe our after school club selection is broad and accessible. 
The office team work hard to ensure that we seek out a variety of activi-
ties at competitive prices to provide further enrichment for children. 
This term we listened to feedback and made a wider range of clubs ac-
cessible to children in Reception. Our Spring Term offer of clubs is below.  
You will be able to book from Friday 16th December 2022 at 4pm - see 
our clubs letter sent out today, to find out how! 

After School Clubs – Spring Term 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Fun and Games 

Years R-2 

3:30-4:30 

£3 per session 

  
Arts and Crafts 

Years R-6 

3.30-4.30 

£2 per session 

  
  

Chelsea FC Foot-
ball 

Years 1-3 

3:30-4:30 

£3 per session 

  
Lego 

Years R-6 

3.30-4.30 

£4 per session 

Chelsea FC Foot-
ball 

Years 4-6 

3:30-4:30 

£3 per session 

  
Chi Combat 

Years 1-6 

3:30-4:30 

£5 per session 

Street Dance  
Years R-3 

3:30-4:15 
 

£3 per session 

Music 

Years 4-6 

3:30-4:30 

Free 

  
Dodgeball 
Years 3-6 

3:30-4:30 

£3 per session 

Gymnastics 

Years R-6 

3:30-4:30 

£4 per session 

  
Street Dance 

Years 4-6 

3:30-4.30 

£4 per session 


