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Spring Newsletter —1st April 2022
Dear Parents and Carers,
The Easter Holidays are here! We hope that you have a wonderful break and enjoy
this extra time to rest and relax with your families. It’s all go at Benedict though: During the holidays, two areas of the school are having a facelift; the playground is being
painted and glammed up thanks to Clarion Housing, and our Key Stage 1 hall is being
painted. We’ll see you back at school on Tuesday 19th April!
Miss Gilmore
Dates for next half term:
Tuesday 19th April: All children return to school
Wednesday 27th and Thursday 28th April: Parents’ and Carers’ Evenings 3:406:30pm
Monday 2nd May: Bank Holiday - no school
Tuesday 3rd May: Year 2 SATS month begins
9th May - 13th May: Year 6 SATS week
Wednesday 11th May: Nursery Trip - Deen City Farm
Tuesday 17th May: EYFS-Year 2 cinema event
Wednesday 18th May: Reception Trip - Deen City Farm
Thursday 19th May: Year 3-6 cinema event
Monday 23rd May: Year 4 Trip - The British Museum
Friday 27th May: Last day of Summer Term 1

Congratulations PUPAC Winners
STAR: Ronnie W, Alex, Junior, Aurora

CEDAR: Kyran, Damien

IVY: Idrees, Hussein

YEW: Charlie, Kaitlyn

CHERRY: Wyatt, Annita

WILLOW: Slavka, Ayush

OAK: Kacper, Damar

ASPEN: Aisha A, Archie, Stash

Chi-Combat System Club - Wednesdays 3:30-4:30 for Reception-Year 6
http://www.duartechicombatsystem.co.uk.

Please contact the school office for more information.

Clubs next half term:
Monday: Art Club - Years 1-3
Tuesday: Art Club - Years 4-6 and Multi-Sports Club Years 1-3
Wednesday: Chi-Combat Club Years R-6
Thursday: Street Dance Club Years 4-6
Friday: Street Dance Club Years 1-3
Friday: Futsal* Years 4-6 We are currently waiting on confirmation from the
coach, therefore are unable to accept bookings at present.

Easter Bonnet Making - Wednesday 30th
March 2022
We had the best time creating Easter Bonnets with our parents, carers and families!
Thank you for attending!

Nursery: Star

76.4%

Reception: Ivy

82.7%

Year 1: Cherry

89.8%

Year 2: Oak

93.0%

Year 3: Cedar

92.5%

Year 4: Yew

82.5%

Year 5: Willow

92.6%

Year 6: Aspen

90.5%

Total:

88.2%

Our attendance for the
last fortnight was:
88.2%
Well done to OAK class
who had the highest
attendance across the
school!

Article 19: The right to be safe
Children should be protected from all
forms of violence, abuse, neglect and
bad treatment.
This week’s assembly was all about safeguarding. Miss Gilmore reminded us of how
to be healthy and safe over the holidays: To eat sugary foods in moderation, get plenty of sleep and enjoy time outside with family and friends. She also reminded us of
how to be safe outside; making sure that we always stay in sight of a familiar adult. Finally, she gave us some top tips on how to be safe online.
Mr McNally and Pupil Parliament designed a quiz for each class to test how well we
are able to keep ourselves safe at school: Including what helps us to keep safe at
school and how to tackle any concerns about unkindness or bullying.

For more information about our safeguarding policies and how to support
online safety at home, click the link
below!
Safeguarding - Benedict Academy

Half Term Homework
Miss Gilmore’s Reading Challenge
Miss Gilmore is still utterly obsessed with reading. Join her challenge and read every day from
Saturday 2nd-Monday 18th April to be entered
into a raffle and win a grand prize!

Nursery Optional Project: Go on a nature trail walk with a grown
up to a local park or woodland and see what you can find. Can you
spot and name any of the items in the picture? You may have to
look very carefully, look in damp dark places or lift up stones. Can
you draw a picture or take a photograph of your favourite thing
and bring it in to show everybody?

Reception Optional Project: To collect
different objects such as bottle lids or
leaves and arrange them in groups of 10s.
You can attach them on a cardboard box or
a piece of paper using glue or cellotape.

Year 1 Optional Project: For our upcoming topic about India,
and book ‘The Jungle Book’, create a version of the Indian
jungle! This could be made in a shoe box or a drawing or
painting. Consider what plants and trees would grow in the
jungle, and which animals would live there!
Remember to also work through your Phonics Revision Pack.

Year 2: Instead of daily reading and optional half term projects, please
can you prioritise the Phonics Revision Booklets (if you have been given
them), the Maths Revision Tasks and Y2 Spelling Words.
The Y2 spelling words need to be memorised and recalled with ease
when we return to school. We are hoping that this gives the children
the opportunity to practice and apply the skills and knowledge that
they’ll need for the statutory assessments at the end of this academic
year, and will be a more purposeful use of their time at this point in the
year.

Half Term Homework
Year 3 Optional Project: Children can try to grow their own plant using either a bean, pea or
kidney bean. To do this, you will need:

Wet the towel and put it inside the bag. Then put the bean on the paper towel and seal the
bag. Tape the bag to a sunny window. The seed needs light from the sun; you should see the
seeds germinate in 3-5 days! Remember to keep the paper towel moist.
At the end of the holiday, bring your beans to school and we can plant them in a pot for our
school garden!

Year 4 Optional Project: For our upcoming topic on The Romans,
can you design and/or create some Roman Sandals? Consider what
they were used for and the materials from which they would be
made.
Instead of daily reading please can you prioritise using J2E blast to
practise your child’s quick recall of times tables. This can be found
on www.j2e.com. Your child needs to be able to answer any question up to the 12 times table within 6 seconds.

Year 5 Optional Project: The following video on Youtube explains
friction: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bkHd6cSz104. Mr
McNally has sent home a paper copy of instructions for three science investigations to try; using a bottle, dry rice and a chopstick to
name a few items!

Year 6: As you’re aware, your child will sit their KS2 SATS in the week beginning 9 th May. Therefore, instead of the optional half term projects, they will be given some Maths Homework. This
homework will be accessed online and can be found on completemaths.com. The children’s
logins have been stuck into their reading records.
We recommend that your child goes through the exercises and learning videos for roughly an
hour each day. We are hoping that this gives the children the opportunity to practice and apply the skills and knowledge that they’ll need for the statutory assessments at the beginning of
May, and will be a more purposeful use of their time at this point in the year.
In addition, we are sending the children home with spellings. Please ensure that they practice
them regularly as these words will come up in their exams in the summer.

