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    Work hard, be kind, be courteous. 

Be successful. 

Half Term Bonus Newsletter 

BenedictAcad 

Dear parents and carers, 

A bonus newsletter you say? Miss Gilmore you’re spoiling us! This special 

half term addition is packed full of essential information for next half term, 

including: 

 The results of our Homework Consultation; 

 Initial diary dates for next half term; 

 Our Autumn 2 community room timetable for parents and carers; 

 Optional half term homework; 

 Miss Gilmore’s reading challenge! 

Have a wonderful half term: Rest, eat a lot of delicious food and spend 

time with your families and friends. And of course…. Read! 

Congratulations to our children who had the most dojo points in 

their class, and who attended our Halloween, spooky-but-sweet 

parties on Thursday 21st October! 



  
 



  

 



  
 



 

Diary dates for Autumn 2 

Friday 12th November - School Flu Jabs 

Friday 12th-Monday 15th November - Year 5/6 Residential trip 

Wednesday 17th November - EYFS Parent Coffee Morning 9-9:30am 

Tuesday 23rd November - School Photos 

Week beginning 29th November - School Winter Discos (EYFS-Year 6) 

Monday 13th December - Year 1 and 2 Carol Concert 

Tuesday 14th December - EYFS Nativity 

Wednesday 15th December - Christmas Lunch 

Thursday 16th December - Christmas Fayre - 2:30-4pm 

Friday 17th December - Last day of School (+ Christmas parties) 

Miss Gilmore’s Reading Challenge 

It wouldn’t be a holiday without Miss Gilmore’s Reading Challenge! 

We know that reading is the biggest indicator of academic success; therefore it is at 

the heart of our curriculum. Practice makes permanent so, the more we practice, 

the better we get at it! 

 

How to enter the competition: 

Read daily from Saturday 23rd October to, and including, Sunday 7th November (16 

days in total). 

To get: 

 A range of undisputed reading benefits including reading fluency, vocabulary 

development, mental health benefits and more…! 

 A certificate and special PUPAC sticker. 

 A chance to win some Smiggle goodies! 

 



 

 

Community Room 

Our Community Room is here for you! 

It takes a community to develop a child. We 

want to learn alongside you to ensure that 

we provide the best possible outcomes for 

our pupils. 

 

Sessions run from 9-10am on Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays and Thursdays. For more infor-

mation about any of the sessions, please con-

tact Cara Kemp. 

  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

WB 8th No-
vember 

  

  

  

  

Bea – Off The 
Record  

School  

Counsellor 

  

  

  

  

EAL Parent/
Carer Support 

Group 

  

South Mitcham Com-
munity Centre & 

Phipps Bridge Youth 

WB 15th No-
vember 

Phonics for Parents – 
learn our Sounds Write 

Approach 

WB 22nd 
November 

Our Thrive Approach 
for social and emotion-

al support 

WB 29th No-
vember 

Crime prevention with 
Agata Samborek 

WB 6th De-
cember 

Housing/Benedict sup-
port with Clarion Hous-

ing 

WB 13th De-
cember 

Merton Volunteering 
Service 



  
Benedict Academy Homework Consultation 

 

Thank you to the large number of parents or carers who responded to 
our Homework Consultation at the start of the month online or in per-
son, following our Parent/Carer coffee mornings in September. We 
greatly appreciate your feedback and comments as we support your 
children through their academic studies at primary school. 
 

We are aware of the large evidence base around homework: Namely, 
that it can have a positive impact on pupils in primary and secondary 
schools with both their academic attainment and attitude to independ-
ent learning. 
 

Your agreed with this, with a staggering 95% of responders expressing 
their support in helping children read at home daily. We do this be-
cause evidence shows that regular reading leads to fluent readers, 
which leads to academic success. We rigorously monitor this and sup-
port pupils who are not able to do this, to ensure that they do not fall 
behind the rest of the children. 
 

An overwhelming majority expressed their support in adding maths and 
phonics/spelling tasks to the homework package at Benedict Academy. 
We have chosen these subject areas as they involve key knowledge that 
needs to be developed to automaticity. 

You will find an example of the homework on the next page. 

Therefore, from Monday 15th November, our homework package 
will include: 

- Daily reading, with reading records being signed each time*, 

- A maths task based on arithmetic knowledge e.g. place value work 
or times tables, 

- A phonics or spelling task, based on the sound/spelling correspond-
ences that children are learning that week. 

*If children read on less than 5 occasions each week, they will catch 
up during break times with an adult at school. 



  
All homework will be handed out on a Monday, and expected back in 
on Friday. This is because children have arithmetic and spelling tests 

weekly, on a Friday. This homework will prepare them for it. 
 

Year 5 Maths Example: 



  
All homework will be handed out on a Monday, and expected back in 
on Friday. This is because children have arithmetic and spelling tests 

weekly, on a Friday. This homework will prepare them for it. 
 

Year 5 Spelling/Phonics Example: 



  

 
 

Additional responses from the consultation 

 
1. What about work aside from core subjects (English and 

Maths), or more creative homework?  
 

Please look towards our optional half term projects which in-
clude arts, crafts and life skills. You can also use the fort-
nightly newsletter to explore PSHE topics with our ‘Right of 
the Fortnight’. All of these things are available, but optional. 

 

2. I am not able to help my child if they get stuck with their 
homework/they don’t have a quiet space to work.  

 

Not a problem! Speak to your class teacher and we can sup-
port with individual tasks. If we have enough demand, we 
will start a Homework Club. 

 

3. How can I find out more about Benedict’s curriculum to 
support my child? 

 

We will continue to host coffee mornings over the course of the 
school year. These will include workshops to support your 
child.  

 
Look at the Community Room timetable for more infor-

mation! 



Optional Half Term Projects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery 

Go on an Autumn walk to the park with your family. Collect some natural objects 

such as twigs, bark, leaves, and conkers from outside then make a collage using 

glue, cellotape and scissors.  

 

 

 

Reception 

Collect different objects such as bottle lids or leaves and arrange them in groups of 

10s. You can attach them on a cardboard box or a piece of paper using glue or      

cellotape. 

Year 1 

In Geography next term, we will be learning how to use maps, and 

drawing maps of our classroom, school and the local area. Draw and la-

bel a map of your journey to school and create your own symbols. 

Year 2 

Next half term  we will be studying the 

Great Fire of London.  It would be fantas-

tic if you could produce a painting or col-

lage of the Great Fire.  You can be as cre-

ative as you like and use any medium  - 

chalks, paint, tissue paper or fabric.  



Optional Half Term Projects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 

Next term in Science, we will be learning about the 

bones that make up the human body. Research the 

bones in the human skeleton and create your own us-

ing straw, pasta or any medium that you would like! 

Year 4 

Next term we’ll be reading Journey to Jo’burg 

and learning in History about the Apartheid. Your 

optional project is to create a fact file about 

Jo’burg. Alternatively, create a painting or draw-

ing of a scene from South Africa. 

Year 5 

Next term our Science topic of ‘Materials’ contin-

ues. Here is our Superhero Science Experiment! 

Can you find a way to make a superhero or action 

figure float on water? What materials would work 

for buoyancy? 

Year 6 

Next term we will be learning about Mapping the World in our Geography 

lessons: Mapping the world - BBC Bitesize. For your project, use the link to 

start learning about key concepts such as latitude, longitude and time zones! 

Then create your own globe, showing the seven continents and five oceans! 

This can be done with papier mache, painting a ball or a balloon! 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvsfr82/articles/znm7vk7

