
 
 

@BenedictAcad 020 8648 4726 benedictacademy.org 

    Passion, Urgency, Positivity,  

Aspiration, Commitment 

Dear Mums, Dads and Carers, 

I’m not quite sure where the time has gone! It’s been six weeks crammed full of learning, 

and we’re about to enter our final half term of this academic year! Most excitingly, as 

restrictions ease on 21st June, we will begin to open up to the community again.  

In the first week back, we’ll send a letter out regarding Parent Meetings which will take 

place with your child’s class teacher from 14th-17th June. At this point, they will still take 

place over the phone. 

From 21st June, we’ll begin our Breakfast Club provision from 7:30am, daily. 

On Friday 9th July, we’ll be holding our Summer Fayre from 2-4pm. 

Most importantly, we’ll be reviewing regular ways that we can have parents and carers in, 

with weekly open mornings, coffee mornings and courses held from September 2021.  

We can’t wait to have you all inside and see the incredible work that the children and th 

staff are doing. Have a wonderful and restful half term. 

Miss Gilmore 

Summer—28th May-17th June 

BenedictAcad 

Summer 2 Dates: Monday 7th June - Friday 23rd July 2021 (35 days) 

14th-17th June - Parent Meetings 

21st June - Breakfast Club begins 

Friday 9th July - Summer Fayre 2-4pm 

Wb 12th July: End of Year Reports/Parent Meetings + Sports Day 

(dates to be confirmed) 

Wb 19th July: Year 6 Graduation (dates to be confirmed) 



As you may be aware, the Department for Education (DfE)
guidance requires schools to continue to assist the Track and 
Trace process over the holidays.  

 

Following the end of term on Friday 28th May and in order for us 
to be able to support Track and Trace, it is essential that:  

• If your child shows symptoms within 48 hours of last being in 
school, they are tested.  

• You call the school on 07930905994 and speak to someone, 
or leave a voicemail on this number. It will be monitored daily.  

• You advise the school once you have confirmation that your 
child has tested positive.  

• Please ensure that you state when the test result was re-
ceived, the last day that your child was in school and their full 
name and class.  

 

It is essential that you share this information with us urgently so 
that we can prevent any outbreaks spreading to wider families 
during the holidays.  

If any positive cases are reported, children or staff who had been 
in close contact with them may be advised to self-isolate in ac-
cordance with advice from Pubic Health England.  

The school will contact anyone who is affected.  



 

 

Dojo Parties 

At Benedict Academy, each child has a monster avatar which repre-

sents them on the board. We give out dojo points for excellent con-

duct including working hard, showing our PUPAC values and being 

kind and courteous to all. Well done to the following children who 

earned the most dojo points in each class and attended our Dojo 

Parties on Friday 28th May! 

Cherry: Evander and Dolly 

Oak: Sareena and  

Christopher 

Star: Mohammed and  

Minahil 

Ivy: Freya and Rayna 

Cedar: Dylan and Fahima 

Yew: Bailee and Japhet 

Larch: Charlotte and Tanisha 

Willow:  Hassan and Abdullah 

Aspen: Prachi and Demi 

Parent Governor required - please work with us! 

 

There is currently one vacancy for a Parent Governor 

to serve on the Academy Committee of Benedict, 

Heathfield and Gonville Academies. 

What does the job involve? 
• The responsibility for carrying out the committee’s wide range of responsibili-

ties; 
• Strategic and policymaking work; 
• A four-year term; 
• Five or six academy meetings each year; 
• Visiting academies within our trust; 
• Undertaking training. 
 
To apply, please collect an application pack from the Academy Office and make an 

appointment with Ms Gilmore, Head of School to discuss the role.  



Miss Gilmore’s Half Term Reading Challenge 

Have your reading record signed from Saturday 29th May— Sunday 6th June (that’s 9 

days in a row) to enter a raffle to win a grand prize from Smiggle. 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading for 15-20 minutes daily is the only home learning that children from Reception to 

Year 6 are expected to complete. It is important therefore, that children’s reading records 

are signed each time. If children are not able to read at home for at least 5 days a week, 

they catch up with adults at break times at school. 

 Nursery: Star 84.1% 

Reception: Ivy 87.1% 

Year 1: Cherry 95.9% 

Year 2: Oak 95% 

Year 3: Cedar 84.6% 

Year 4: Yew 94.8% 

Year 5: Willow 97.7% 

Year 5: Larch 95.2% 

Year 6: Aspen 91.4% 

Our attendance for the 

last fortnight was: 91.6% 

 

Well done to WILLOW 

class who had the highest 

attendance across the 

school! 

Why the obsession with reading? Evidence shows that children who read regularly: 

• Have a broader vocabulary because they are exposed to more words; 

• Are more confident at school: Reading is the key to academic success; 

• Can have reduced stress levels (by reading for as little as 6 minutes a day!); 

• Have improved mental health; 

• Are better at spelling and writing; 

• Have better general knowledge based on what they have read. 



 
 

Attendance 

Children need to attend school regularly to benefit from their education. Missing out on 

education leaves children vulnerable to falling behind. Children with poor attendance tend 

to achieve less in both primary and secondary school.  

Please help us to support your child by ensuring that they are in school each day. Please 

report any absences to the school office. 

Congratulations PUPAC winners! 

Staff Spotlight: Our Year 1 Team 

 Hello, my name is Miss Rushmer, I am the class teacher for Cherry class. I 

have been teaching at Benedict for six years. I love working at Benedict 

and being part of a team with the fantastic staff and families at our 

school. It is so lovely to see the children grow and develop as they move 

through the school! 

Hello, I am Miss Jane Halford and I’m a Teaching Assistant in Year 1. I 

have worked at Benedict for over thirteen years and my own children 

went to Benedict too! I have worked in many different year groups, but 

my favourite is Year 1. That is because I can help the little people transi-

tion from Reception, build their confidence and see them flourish! I really 

love my job and adore being able to see the progress that the children 

make. Most of all, I enjoy seeing how proud the children are when they 

succeed in something that they have been learning! 

Hi there, I’m Miss Jo Goodwin. I have worked at Benedict Academy for 16 

years as a Teaching Assistant. Currently, I work in Year 1. Working with 

the Key Stage 1 children is fantastic, as this is the age that they develop 

their personality and confidence! I love supporting them as they learn 

different skills and reach their targets. 

Star: Mohammed/Minahil 

Ivy: Sana/Alfie 

Cherry: Ellie/  

Madeline 

Oak: Daniel/ 

Faizan 

Cedar: Fahima/Jace 

Yew: Sankavi/Wojciech 

Willow/Larch: Sakina/

Theo/Archie/Elmi 

Aspen: Jake/Yusuf 



Conduct at Benedict Academy 
 

Every child comes to school to learn, and this opportunity can be lost if children conduct 

themselves in a way that distracts others in the class. We are so impressed with the excel-

lent conduct that pupils have at Benedict Academy, demonstrating a true respect for 

everyone in our community. 

 

Please find a reminder of our academy’s standard approach to praise and consequences: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Half Term Home Learning 

Year 2 

We’ll be learning about plants next half term in Science. Your optional project is: 

1) To make a funky plant or tree poster with the parts of the plant or tree clearly  

labelled.  Get as artistic as you like!  (a drinking straw for a stem, wool for roots etc)! 

2) OR To make a photo collage of as many as plants, flowers and trees as you can find.  

See if you can identify and name them.  (rose, dandelion, buttercup, daisy, oak etc). 

Year 1 

Next half term we’ll be learning about important female figures from history, in-

cluding Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole.   

Your optional project is to find out about their lives and make a poster about 

them, with facts that can be shared with the rest of the class! Mary Seacole Facts 

for Kids | National Geographic Kids (natgeokids.com)  

Nursery 

Next half term we are looking at the story Goldilocks and the Three Bears. Goldilocks 

is a great way for practicing counting up to three and talking about the size of objects. 

Whilst you are at home see if you can sort your toys by order of size biggest to smallest! Also have a look 

around your house, for different sized objects. Who has the biggest bed?  Who has the smallest shoes? 

When you are out and about look for a big bus, a small car. See if you can draw some of the objects you 

find! 

 Reception 

Our topic for the summer term is Globetrotters. This half term, we visited the 

continents of Europe and Africa. Next half term, we will learn about Asia, North 

and South America. Your optional project is to research the National dish from 

one of the countries in Asia or the Americas. Write the recipe and have a go 

cooking it with your family! E.g. China: Chow Mein/Jamaica: Fried Dumplings/

Mexico: Tacos. 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/mary-seacole/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/mary-seacole/


 
 

 

Half Term Home Learning 

Year 6 

Year 6 have been studying the artist Romare Bearden whose art includ-

ed cartoons and collage based on African-American cultural history. 

Your optional project is to create a piece of art in this style: How to 

Draw Like Romare Bearden · Art Projects for Kids  

Year 5 

As we continue to read ‘Running on the Roof of the World’, Year 

5 will be learning about Mountains, Volcanoes and Earthquakes. 

Your optional project is to create your own volcano: How To 

Make a Volcano for the Science Fair - YouTube  

Alternatively, you could research any famous eruptions: Such as 

that of Mount Vesuvius in 79AD. 

Year 4 

Next half term, Year 4 will be continuing their work on the An-

cient Romans. Your optional project is to create an Ancient Ro-

man Sandal. Typically, these were made of soft leather; but you 

can use any materials that you like. If you would like to, you could 

try creating embrodmides - the dress boots that Roman Soldiers 

wore! HOW TO MAKE ANCIENT ROMAN SANDALS - YouTube  

 
Year 3 

Next term, our Science topic is light. For your optional pro-

ject, try making your own shadow puppets! You will need a 

lamp, cardboard, Sellotape, a pencil, some scissors, skewers 

and  a white wall: How to Make Shadow Puppets | Fun DIY 

Kids Craft | Cooper and the Moose - Bing video 

https://artprojectsforkids.org/how-to-draw-like-romare-beardon/
https://artprojectsforkids.org/how-to-draw-like-romare-beardon/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9b_gltKtERY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9b_gltKtERY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQRkR7DFa3w
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=shadow+puppet+for+kids&&view=detail&mid=4E9B663742A070FE26464E9B663742A070FE2646&&FORM=VRDGAR
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=shadow+puppet+for+kids&&view=detail&mid=4E9B663742A070FE26464E9B663742A070FE2646&&FORM=VRDGAR


 


