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    Passion, Urgency, Positivity,  

Aspiration, Commitment 

Dear Mums, Dads and Carers, 

What a wonderful two weeks it’s been! With the Wimbledon Bookfest, various Art and 

Computing lessons and a spell of sunny weather, we’re feeling especially bright heading 

into the Easter Holidays! As always, we thank our excellent children, staff and you, our 

community for all of the hard work. 

One of our STEP Values is STEP First: We are all one team. It is important that we feel a 

strong sense of unity across our community, and work together in our various roles to 

ensure that all children succeed. This term has also seen our staff work with many leaders 

and teachers across STEP Academy Trust. These partnerships mean that we can share best 

practice and continue to make rapid improvements to the school for your children. We 

often talk about STEP First in our assemblies. Why not ask your child the names of other 

schools in our trust? 

Now it’s time to rest up, eat chocolate and (sensibly) enjoy the easing of COVID 

restrictions in our local community. We’ve got three competitions inside that children can 

complete over the holiday, as well as an optional project to keep them busy! Miss Gilmore 

Spring—1st April-22nd April 

BenedictAcad 

Miss Gilmore’s Easter Reading Challenge 

Have your reading record signed from Friday 2nd-Sunday 

18th April (that’s 17 days in a row) to enter a raffle to win 

a grand prize! 

If you completed the Christmas Reading Challenge, you 

will automatically be entered. Completing this challenge 

also wins you two entries! 



 
 

Attendance 

Children need to attend school regularly to benefit from their education. Missing out on educa-

tion leaves children vulnerable to falling behind. Children with poor attendance tend to achieve 

less in both primary and secondary school.  

Please help us to support your child by ensuring that they are in school each day. Please report 

any absences to the school office on 020 8648 4726 (you can leave a voice message), via          

Parent Mail or email: office@benedictacademy.org 

Benedict PUPAC Winners 

    Star - Kai                  Ivy - Zaiyah 

    Cherry - Azaliyah-Grace   

    Oak - Sareena        Cedar - Reon  

    Yew - Ionut        Larch - Charlotte 

    Willow - Oliwia    Aspen - Jakub 

Staff Spotlight: Our Nursery Team 

 Hello my name is Claire Maidman. I have worked at Benedict Academy for over 

thirty years as a senior Nursery Nurse and have seen many generations pass 

through the school. I love working at Benedict and feel blessed to have worked 

with so many fantastic children. I am responsible for leading the Nursery and for 

providing a safe and stimulating environment for our youngest children. 

Hello my name is Mrs Naylor and I am a Nursery Nurse at Benedict Academy. I 

have worked at Benedict for thirteen years; supporting, encouraging and nurtur-

ing the young minds of our school. I love working in Early Years where I get to 

watch children grow in confidence as they learn new skills that will set them up 

for their future learning. 

I’m Mrs Casey. I am one of the Nursery Nurses at Benedict Academy and have 

worked at Benedict for six years and have worked in schools for twenty-eight 

years working within the EYFS setting. I have enjoyed helping children to succeed 

to their highest level of development! 

You will find us in the Nursery where we welcome and support all Benedict chil-

dren and their  families. We provide a welcoming, secure and caring setting that 

also has exciting challenges and varied learning opportunities for all our wonder-

ful children. If you ever get the opportunity please come and say hello to us! 



 

 

 

 

 

Every class across the school took part in the fantastic Wimbledon Bookfest last week. We 

were treated to a live stream with some incredible authors and illustrators:  Joseph Coelho 

and Fiona Lumbers, Sita Brahmachari, and Caroline Lawrence. We even had some  of our 

questions read out and answered! A truly mesmerising time was had by all.  

Young Writers Competition 2021 

It’s that time of the year again! Over the Easter holiday, we’re asking the children to create 

either a poem or a short story based around the theme, ‘My name is…’. To be in with a 

chance of winning an iPad (amongst other prizes), your writing needs to be typed up and 

handed to your teacher by April 27th.  

Entries must be between 100 and 500 words.  

We have a new facebook account!  

https://www.facebook.com/benedict.acad    

Uniform 

Thank you for your support in ensuring that children attend school in full school uniform. 

In years 3-6, this includes ties. Please make sure that in the Summer Term, children come 

back to school with appropriate black school shoes. Trainers will no longer be permitted. 

 

We stock school ties at school, however, to order items with the school logo, please visit: 

www.stitchdesign.co.uk  

http://www.stitchdesign.co.uk/


Easter sports competition 

 

AFC Wimbledon have very kindly donated 20 sports packs to our school!  We are going to give 

each child a chance to win one of these special sports packs!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some examples of physical activities you could do are; running, jumping, scooting, walking or rid-

ing your bike.  Prizes will be awarded for children who complete the most physical activities and 

also for children who put in the most effort.  

 

A big thanks to AFC Wimbledon! Let’s get exercising!  

Mrs Marshall-Hedges and Miss Kemp 

Dojo Parties 

Each pack will include:  

1 x Frisbee 
4 x Tennis balls 
2 x Skipping Ropes 
6 x Bean bags 
6 x Table Tennis balls 
2 x Table Tennis Bats 
1 x Mini Football 

How to win: 

This competition is open to the whole school. You 

will need to take part in daily physical activities over 

the Easter Holidays. You will need to record the ac-

tivity and how long you did it for. It is up to you how 

you record your activities. You can upload your activ-

ities with some photos on to J2E or you can simply 

write them down. You will need to bring what you 

have recorded and give this to your teacher the first 

week back after the holidays.  
 

For example:  

Friday 2nd April  

Running 

20 minutes 

At Benedict Academy, each child has a monster avatar which repre-

sents them on the board. We give out dojo points for excellent con-

duct including working hard, showing our PUPAC values and being 

kind and courteous to all. Well done to the following children who 

earned the most dojo points in each class and attended our Dojo 

Parties on Thursday 1st April! 

Cherry: Albie and Violet 

Oak: Rayan, Amelia and 

Manuela 

Star: Hussein and Aria 

Ivy: Emilia, Zaiyah,  

Jethro and Roxanne 

Cedar: William and Brody 

Yew: Ionut, Robert and 

Sankavi 

Larch: Sakarya and Papisha 

Willow: Theo and Darcie 

Aspen: Eleanthi and Natasza 



 
 

  

 

Easter Home Learning 

Year 2 

In the summer term, we will be learning about The Battle of Hastings. Your optional project is to make a 

working 3D model of a catapult.  Draw a picture of it and label the materials you used. Alternatively, you 

could design and make a shield you can carry with a coat of arms on the side of it.  These could be pic-

tures of things you are good at or like doing.  Make it as creative as you like.  Be sure your handle is 

strong enough for you to hold it up as a shield. 

Make sure that you read every day for 20 minutes to improve your reading fluency. 

Year 1 

In the summer term, we will be reading The Jungle Book! We are learning all about India and the various 

animals that live there. These include leopards, tigers, elephants, sloths, monkeys, hundreds of species of 

birds, and more! Your optional project is to make a shoe box/cereal box jungle scene! If you don’t have a 

box to hand, draw a picture of the jungle scene and write about what you have made. 

Make sure that you read every day for 20 minutes to improve your reading fluency. 

 

 Nursery and Reception 

Your optional Easter project is to make an Easter bonnet 

using a choice of materials. We will have an EYFS parade 

during the first week back in school. Everyone that com-

pletes the project will win prizes!  

Make sure that you practice your phonics words and read 

with an adult for 10 minutes each day. This will help you to 

practise your decoding! 



 
 

 
 

 

Easter Home Learning 

Year 6 

Next term we will begin local area studies. In History, we will be learning about what it was like to live in Mitcham 

in World War II. Specifically, we’ll be looking at life during The Blitz. Your optional project is to research The Blitz: 

Bomb Sight - Mapping the World War 2 London Blitz Bomb Census and  Second World War - Merton Memories 

Photographic Archive are great places to start to see bombs dropped in the local area! You could write a diary en-

try imagining what it was like at the time, create an Anderson shelter or create your own Blitz skyline of London! 

Make sure that you read every day for 20 minutes to improve your reading fluency. 

Year 5 

Next term year five will be studying space. In preparation for this we challenge you to complete one or more of the 

following activities: Research an astronaut or scientist that has made a discovery about space/Create a 3D model of 

the solar system/Create a fact file about an event where people have travelled to space! Please bring them to 

school on the first day back if you wish to complete your optional project. 

Make sure that you read every day for 20 minutes to improve your reading fluency. 

Year 4 

Next term, we will be learning about the Ancient Romans! For your optional project, make a Roman Col-
osseum! These are giant structures where the Romans would go to find entertainment such as gladiator 

fights.  Have a look at this video for ideas: 
How To Make The Rome Colosseum With Cardboard - YouTube 

Make sure that you read every day for 20 minutes to improve your reading fluency. 

Year 3 

Next term, we will be learning all about the Vikings! Vikings used 

shields to protect themselves, with very distinctive designs. Your op-

tional project is to design and create your own shield. Consider which 

materials you will use to make your shield strong. What does your 

design show about you? Make sure that you read every day for 

20 minutes to improve your reading fluency. 

http://bombsight.org/#15/51.5050/-0.0900
https://photoarchive.merton.gov.uk/collections/war/second-world-war
https://photoarchive.merton.gov.uk/collections/war/second-world-war
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q5aGK20RNbo


 


