
 

 

Dear Mums, Dads and Carer(s), 

I hope that you and your family are well. During such a difficult festive period, I do hope you were able to share 

time and best wishes with your families even if it was only virtually.  

Following the government announcement on Wednesday 30th December, I am writing to confirm that Benedict 

Academy will only be open to the children of Critical Workers and Vulnerable Children from Monday 4th January 

2021, defined below. For all other children, the academy will provide remote learning (details are included in 

this letter). Therefore, if your child was eligible to attend school during the first half of the Summer term, they are 

likely to be eligible to come in now, however please contact us or refer to the guidance below for confirmation.  

Critical workers 
Parents whose work is critical to the coronavirus (COVID-19) response include those who work in health and 
social care and in other key sectors which include:  Health and social care, education and childcare, key public 
services, local and national government, food and other necessary goods, public safety and national security, 
transport, utilities, communication and financial services. (Critical workers and vulnerable children who can 
access schools or educational settings - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

Vulnerable children  

Vulnerable children and young people include those who: 

• are assessed as being in need under section 17 of the Children Act 1989, including children and young people 
who have a Child in Need Plan, a Child Protection Plan or who are a Looked After Child; 

• have an Education, Health and Care (EHC) Plan; 

• have been identified as otherwise vulnerable by educational providers or local authorities (including Children’s 
Social Care Services), and who could therefore benefit from continued full-time attendance 

As previously, we are aware that such short notice is difficult for all families.  However, please consider the safety 
of the community and only send your child to school if they meet the criteria above. As was the situation in the 
Summer Term, children may not be taught by their teachers in their classrooms (while in school they will access 
the same remote learning as the children at home) and will continue to mix with other households if they come 
into the academy.  In order to reduce the rate of transmission in the community, we hope to keep numbers of 
pupils and staff in school to an absolute minimum. 

In order to confirm that your child will attend Benedict Academy from Monday 4th January, please email 
office@benedictacademy.org to confirm their attendance.  School will be open from 9am – 3pm and we will need 
to know who will be collecting your child/ren at the end of the day.  In your email, please let us know the criteria 
your child meets according to the guidance set out in this letter. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision


 

 

All other children should remain at home. The Government is set to review the guidance on 18th January 2021 
and I will contact you then with any update. 

All children are required to access remote learning. At Benedict Academy we have provided resources for the first 
day of remote learning on the Benedict website (https://benedictacademy.org/). Please click on the ‘Home 
Learning’ link moving below the menu and you will be able to access your year group’s first day resources.  

 

We will provide more information on Monday 4th January, however it is essential you let us know if you require 

paper copies of resources or support with digital devices.  

Guidance on remote learning Guidance for full opening: schools - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

 

Free School Meals 

If your child is eligible for benefits related free school meals, we can prepare a meal for you to collect each day 

during the closure. To ensure we produce sufficient numbers, whilst minimising wastage, please kindly contact 

the school office by 9:30am on Monday to confirm if you would like us to prepare a meal for your child, for the 

week. Meals will be available to collect each school day between 12:00pm and 1:00pm, from the academy. 

Finally and most importantly, please contact the academy if you require any support or guidance. Office numbers 

will be staffed and although we will be sending out regular communication we encourage you to ask any 

questions that you may have. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Alun Evans 

Executive Headteacher  

https://benedictacademy.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools

