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Spelling – work for years 5 and 6 
 

Code – Alterative Spellings 
‘ie’ sound island ‘t’ sound doubt 

‘ee’ sound deceive/protein ‘m’ sound climb, solemn  

  ‘n’ sound knight 

  ‘s’ sound thistle 

 

Code – Alterative Pronunciations 
<ough> spelling bought, though, 

borough, plough 

<ou> <gh> spellings c ou gh 

r ou gh 

 

Code – homophones and near homophones 
advice / advise gu e ss ed / gu e s t 

device / devise heard / herd 

license / licence led / lead 

practice / practise morning / mourning 

prophecy / prophesy p a s t / p a ss ed 

aisle / isle d e sc e n t / d i ss e n t 

a l ou d / a ll ow ed d e s er t / d e ss er t 

affect / effect draft / draught 

alter / altar principal / principle 

ascent / assebt p r o f i t / p r o ph e t 

bridal / bridle stationary / stationery 

c e r e al / s e r i a l steal / steel  

compliment / complement wary / weary 

farther / father who’s / whose 

 

Inflectional Affixes 
-ing verb present participle referring, preferring, transferring 

-en verb past perfect participle  

-ed verb simple past tense referred, preferred, transferred 

-‘s/-s’ singular proper noun (that ends in ‘s’) 

 

plural noun possessive (ends in ‘s’) 

 

irregular plural noun possessive (does 

not end in ‘s’) 
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Spelling – years 5 and 6 (continued) 
 

Derivational Affixes 
-ant ‘a person who’ observant, expectant, hesitant, 

tolerant, assistant 

-ent ‘a person who’ frequent, confident, obedient, 

independent, innocent, decent 

-ance ‘state or quality of’ observance, tolerance, assistance 

-ence ‘state or quality of’ innocence, confidence, obedience, 

independence, reference, preference, 

transference 

-cy ‘state, condition or quality’ hesitancy, decency, frequency 

-able ‘able to be’ adorable, applicable, considerable, 

changeable, noticeable, dependable, 

comfortable, tolerable, 

understandable, reasonable, 

enjoyable, reliable 

-ible ‘able to be’ forcible, legible, possible, horrible, 

terrible, sensible 

-ly ‘in what manner’ adorably, applicably, considerably, 

tolerably, possibly, horribly, terribly, 

visibly, incredibly, sensibly 

-al ‘relating to’ referral 

-ee ‘someone who’ referee 
 

Use of the hyphen 
Prefix ‘co-’ meaning ‘together’ co-ordinate 

co-operate 

co-own 

Prefix ‘re-’ meaning ‘again’ re-enter 
 

Final stable syllables 
endings which sound like ‘shush’ 

 

–cious 

 

–tious 

 

–ious 

vicious, precious, conscious, delicicious, 

maliccious, suspicious 

 

ambitious, cautious, fictitious, infectious, 

nutritious 

 

anxious 

endings which sound like ‘shul’ 

–cial 

–tial 

official, special, artificial 

 

partial, confidential, essential 
 


