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Key Teaching 
Approaches 

Controlled Reading - Time spent with eyes on the text (reading mileage). Each child needs a copy of the text.  
 
Close Reading – Analysis of the text. 

 

Reading 
Assessments 
(diagnostic 
tools) 

 

Controlled 
Reading 

 Eyes of text  

 Mileage  

 Accountable  

 Highly leveraged 

 Transaction costs  

 Primary reader  

 Secondary reader 
 

Controlled 
Reading 
Techniques 

 Pick up … 

 Finger freeze  

 Stop check  

 Bridging 

 Choral reading 
 
 
 

Vocabulary 
Acquisiton 
 

Word of the Week- To be identified in each class and 
based on reading for the week.  
 
Pupil dictionary- New vocabulary added to individual 
dictionaries for future reference.  
 
Reading stem sentences- develops clarity and shared 
language.  

Close 
Reading 

Close Reading is the methodical 
breaking down of the language 
and structure of a complex 
passage to establish and 
analyse meaning.  Teaching 
students to do this requires 
layered reading and asking 
sequenced, text-dependent 
questions; and it should end 
whenever possible with mastery 
expressed through writing.   
 

Close Reading 
Techniques 

 

Stop and Jot 

Summaries 
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Key Principles 

 

 To ensure opportunities to develop skills in reading, comprehension, writing, speaking and listening across the curriculum. 

 Lessons are engaging and based on enquiry questions  

 To ensure children develop their ability to communicate effectively in both written and oral communication to a range of audiences. 

 To ensure children develop their phonic, spelling and grammar skills within the writing process. 

 To provide opportunities for reading a range of texts from different historical and cultural contexts. 

 To prioritise reading by reading at the beginning of the day, every day.  

Lesson 
Structure 

 All topics begin with immersion in a high quality 
text. 

 Eyes on text and comprehension activities.  

 Planning and writing for short composition. 

 Reviewing and editing. 

 In-depth look at language features and genre 
based grammar.  

 Planning and writing of longer composition.  

 Reviewing and editing.  

 I do/we do/ you do 

Our 
Approach  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 We will use the Merton Writing Genre- Key features and grammar 
expectations document to plan for longer compositions. 

 Regular  and effective verbal feedback and opportunities for children to edit 

and improve their writing.  

 Identify misconceptions accurately and provide clear, direct feedback.  

 We present subject matters clearly and accurately. 

 Grammar is contextualised.  

 Weekly CPD resulting in depth of knowledge. 

 Right is right. We don’t accept ‘close’ answers and challenge children to have 
the highest standards.  

 No opt out.  We challenge children to provide an answer and return to them if 
they need thinking time, but acknowledge that they must know the answer.  

 Clarity.  We use stem sentences to ensure clear, shared language. We will 
model how to write and speak with clarity and enforce correct vocabulary. 
Children must speak in full sentences.  


